GEORGE THE THIRD
thought a day of rest necessary previous to Your being able to
give an answer; if You have not suffered which I flatter myself
I think with reason I can congratulate You on its being a good
proof you are gaining Ground.
Again the King's hopes of recovery were dashed to the ground.
Chatham's illness kept him away from business all the summer:
in September he removed to his place at Burton Pynsent in
Somersetshire; but before the end of the year he was back again
at Hayes, still trying to regain health and strength.
Grafton had not the personality to dominate a Cabinet which
had a Townshend in it. The Chancellor of the Exchequer was
a law unto himself. In defiance of the known wishes of his
colleagues [and certainly without the knowledge of Chatham]
he brought in a measure to tax the American colonists. He was
openly intriguing to create an Administration of which he would
be the head. But on September 4th death cut him down in the
prime of life: it was a loss to the House of Commons who
delighted to hear his wit, a gain to the Ministry in which he had
implanted the seeds of disruption. Lord North took Townshend's
place; and Thomas Townshend came into the office of Paymaster.
Towards the end of the year [1767] another ministerial re-shuffle
was necessary owing to the resignations of Northington and
Conway. The Earl Gower had the former's place as Lord
President of the Council; and the Viscount Weymouth succeeded
Conway as Secretary of State for the Southern Department:
at the same time the Earl of Hillsborough was brought in to
fill a newly created office—the Secretary of State for the American
Colonies. None of the new-comers brought lustre or weight to
the Ministry.
then like A bolt from the blue Wilkes again strutted across
the political scene. The fair Corradini quickly bade him farewell
when she found that his funds were running low. Foreign
creditors were arming themselves with writs and making life
extremely uncomfortable and precarious for the exiled demagogue.
The only safety lay in a return to his native land, hopeful that
the past would be forgotten and that his future might be undis-
turbed. Twice during his exile Wilkes had pleaded with old-time
friends to quash the sentences passed upon him—to Rockingham
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